go                     MARLBOROUGH

Not only was Marlborough's patience home-
grown, but so, too, was his parsimony. A detailed
study of the relations between Marlborough and
his wife would probably show that the reputa-
tion which he won in his lifetime for avarice was
largely owing to her. From the very beginning she
took control of their family finances :

Soon after my marriage [wrote Sarah], when
our affairs were so narrow that a good deal of
frugality was necessary. Lord Marlborough,
though his inclination lay enough that way,
yet by reason of an indulgent gentleness that
is natural to him he could not manage matters
so as was convenient to our circumstances.
This obliged me to enter into the management
of my family.

Though frugal, the Duke was capable of charity
and self-denial. Plenty of examples of his " indul-
gent gentleness " - gifts to the poor and wounded,
loans to St. John and subsidies to the poet Prior,
for instance - are to be found. His refiisal of the
Governor-Generalship of the Netherlands and of
Louis XIV's bribes show that power meant more
to him than mere money. But Sarah's exag-
gerated carefulness in money matters was remark-
able. She constantly wrote to her husband at
the front bothering him about small questions
of household management and preferred to waste
his time checking a servant's honesty or the con-
tents of the wine cellar than to leave him in
peace to fight the war.

Likewise, as we have seen, Sarah constantly
pestered her husband about political questions^